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Why a Liberal

Arts College?

Some of the most selective, best-funded and most rewarding undergraduate
institutions in the United States are ones most families outside America have never
heard of. Here is what they are — and why they may suit your child.

A GUIDE FOR FAMILIES

The name is misleading. A “liberal arts college” is not an arts school — iz is a small, close-knit university

focused entirely on undergraduates.

Who they suit best

These colleges are the right choice for a student who wants to be
known. Everyone lives on or near campus, professors learn your
name in the first weeks, and students are taught in small
seminars rather than lecture halls. If your child would rather be
part of a close community of a few thousand than tens of
thousands, this is the model built for them.

What actually makes them different

They are small — typically 1,500 to 3,000 students — and they
teach only undergraduates. There are no large graduate
programmes competing for attention, so professors teach the
classes themselves. Seminars of twelve are normal; lecture halls
of four hundred are not.

Breadth first, then depth

Students explore several subjects before declaring a major, often
in their second year. For a bright 16-year-old who is genuinely
undecided — or interested in more than one field — this is a
feature, not a delay.

Where graduates go

These colleges send an unusually high proportion of students to
top graduate and professional schools, and their alumni networks
are famously close-knit. In the United States, the names on this
list carry real weight with employers and admissions
committees alike.

What they look for — and what they don’t

Successful applicants are generally in the top 5-10% of their year
group academically. But most of these colleges are now test
optional, meaning the SAT is not required — students may submit
a score if it strengthens their case, or apply without one.
Admissions is genuinely holistic: essays, teacher references and
what a student does outside the classroom carry real weight.

Financial aid

Many are exceptionally well endowed and offer substantial need-
based aid to international students. Families are often surprised
by how much support is available — it is worth asking rather than
assuming.

FOUR THINGS FAMILIES GET WRONG

THE MYTH

“Liberal arts means humanities and arts.”

IN FACT

They teach mathematics, physics, biology, economics and
computer science. Swarthmore offers a full ABET-
accredited engineering degree, and these colleges are
among the strongest science feeders in America.

THE MYTH

“They must be easier to get into than the Ivies.”

IN FACT

Several admit a smaller share of applicants than most Ivy
League universities. Successful applicants typically sit in
the top 5-10% of their year group.

THE MYTH
“No one here has heard of them, so the degree is worth
less.”

IN FACT

Recognition in the Gulf is low, but recognition in the
United States — where it counts for graduate school and
careers — is very high.

THE MYTH
“There is no route to engineering or medicine.”

IN FACT

These colleges are among the strongest pre-medical
feeders in America, and several run combined engineering
programmes with major research universities.

MEET TWELVE OF THEM — FRIDAY 25 & SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2026, ONLINE

Bates - Carleton - Claremont McKenna - Colgate - Grinnell - Hamilton - Haverford - Pomona - Swarthmore -
Trinity - Wesleyan - Williams

The Eminence College Fair — free to attend, open to students in Grades 10, 11 and 12. Register at www.integraeducation.net/fair
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